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ST	MATTHEW	AND	ST	GILBERT,	ECCLES	

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
YEAR A  Morning Prayer Week 3 

Services held at: Holy Cross, Patricro� and St Ma hew’s, Winton 

Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricro�, M30 8QD 

CONFRONTING OUR OPPONENTS 

T he message of today's Gospel is not an easy one. 
The se3ng is the real world of human rela5on-

ships—St Ma hew is addressing the people of the ear-
ly Church as they find themselves arguing and ge3ng 
into all sorts of disputes with one another, and he uses 
a par5cular teaching of Jesus to make his point. But 
then, as now, common prac5ce was a very different 
story. As Chris5ans, we need to think carefully about 
where we stand. We must guard against challenging 
our opponents in a way that beli les them to our ad-
vantage, and seek instead to correct and to guide, with 
a view to li�ing them closer to God. 

The first part of Jesus's message makes simple sense. It 
is right that we should challenge someone who hurts 
or offends us or someone dear to us. Challenging is not 
about refusing to forgive, but it will o�en be an essen-
5al part of that forgiveness. If we do not challenge, our 
feelings of anger will grow into bi erness, and ul5-
mately our love will die. And if we truly believe that the 

love within us is the presence of God, then this pro-
spect should not bear thinking about. 

But how do we challenge? Society says we seek com-
pensa5on for ourselves. We pursue the public condem-
na5on of our opponent, and presume we will then feel 
be er with money in our pockets. We even imagine 
this to be right when our opponent meant no harm—a 
simple accident or mistake which we might so easily 
have made ourselves. But God's way is different. 

Our real aim should be for reconcilia5on—the triumph 
of love over bi erness. We challenge, so that the hurt 
may be healed, in both of us. We do not seek public 
humilia5on, even if our first challenge fails. Then, ac-
cording to the Gospel, we should involve two or three 
others, s5ll trying to make mutual peace. Only if this 
too fails, does the wider community become in-
volved—and this, to help our opponent see the error of 
their ways, and be changed for the be er. 

So where do we stand? Whose name brings feelings 
of anger or bi erness to the depths of our being? Who 
can we not wish well from our hearts? Let us bring it all 
to God, in prayer.  

PARISH DAY OF RECOLLECTION 
Our annual Day of Recollec5on for 2017 is coming up 
on Tuesday 10th October, from 10.30am un5l 2.30pm 
at Holy Cross, and will be led by Sister Teresa Bri ain of 
the Congrega5on of Our Lady of Sion. It will take as it’s 
theme “Embracing Change,” with reference to the 
Bishop’s prayer, “Stay with us, Lord on our journey.” 
The cost will be £5 to cover expenses, and lunch will be 
included. For catering purposes, please sign up on the 
list at the back of church if you would like to a end. 
(Members of other parishes are, of course, welcome to 
join us for this day, which promises to be a wonderful 
opportunity for prayer and spiritual renewal). 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

READERS THIS WEEKEND 
6.30pm:   Mike, Jennifer 
9.00am:  Please log in or see list in church 
10.30am:  Anastazia, Sheila 

OFFERTORY 
Collec*on:  2nd/3rd September: See printed version 
  SVP:    See printed version 

RETIRING COLLECTIONS 
This week: Catholic Educa5on Service 
Next week: The Bishops’ Conference 

• New to the parish? 
• Know someone who is sick or in hospital? 
• Like a visit from the priest? 
• Think the parish may be able to help you, or you us, in any way? 
 Please speak to Fr Mar5n, a�er Mass or at any convenient 5me 

Please keep the following kindly in your prayers: 

The sick: Peter, Daniel, Sheila, Mark, Kevin, Fred, 
Joan, Sr Moira, John, James, Jim, Sheila, Sheila, Alex, 
Michael, Martin, Joanne, Aidan, Desmond, Eamon, 
John, Stefa, Joan, Janice, Bill, Monica, Ann, Malcolm, 
Harvey, Claire, Louise and baby Maisy, Lewis (13 yrs. 
old), Caitlin (age 12), Loren (age 18), Marie, Paddy, 
John, Martin, Kenneth, Vera, Lilly, Dennis and Ger-
ald, May, Louise, Peggy, Matthew, Evelyn, Margaret, 
Anthony, Debbie, Pam, Mary, Peter, Theresa, Sylvia, 
Joseph, Martin, Ishrat, Elaine, Mavis, Maureen, John-
ny, Robin and Steven, Sr Alphonsus, Bernard, Vera, 
Jack and Joan, Kevin.  

Lately Dead: Mary Adams, Jim McCulloch, Jean Ed-
wards, Cardinal Cormack Murphy-O’Connor, Don 
McCorriston, Vincent Patrick Naughton, Joyce Get-
tins, Kevin Durkin, Sr Patricia Dee, William Chapman 
(10.30am Mass on Sunday). 

Anniversaries: Rose Hosey, Thomas Yates, Richard 
Jackson, Gilbert Bailey, Florence Yates, Mary Smith, 
Martin Platt, Fr Michael Ryan, Cecil Ruddle. 

Remembrance: Margaret, Patrick and Peter Keigher, 
Annie and Alan McDonald, Winifred Wilcock, 
McDonnell, Fahey, Kennedy, Scanlon and McLernon 
families. 

We also pray: for world peace, for Bishop John and 
the restructuring of our diocese, for the housebound 
and those in hospital, nursing and residential homes, 
and for a number of special intentions. 



PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 
Parish Priest:  Fr Mar5n A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     frmar5n@ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 

Parish Secretary:  Mr Paul Boardman 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Wed, 10am-4pm) 
 Email:     secretary@ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
   or via contact form on the website. 

Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other 5mes 
 Email:     srjenny@ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Community Hall:  All enquiries to Mrs Anne Benyon 
 Telephone:  07580 571839 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
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MASS TIMES 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  6.30pm at Holy Cross 

Sunday Morning:   9.00am at St Ma hew’s 
    10.30am at Holy Cross 
     (with Children's Liturgy) 

Tea and Coffee are served after both morning Masses 

Weekdays:   See Weekday Calendar below 

Holydays:    11.00am at Holy Cross 
    7.00pm at St Ma hew’s 

Holy Cross RC Church   St Ma9hew’s RC Church 
Liverpool Road    Worsley Road 
Patricro�     Winton 
Eccles      Eccles 
M30 8QD     M30 8BL 

Parish Safeguarding Rep:   Sharon Devlin 
            Email:    sharon@ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300  

WEEKDAY CALENDAR (Week beginning Monday 11th September) 

Monday:   9.00am Morning Prayer at Holy Cross followed by 9.15am Mass  

Tuesday:   9.15am Class Mass  at St Gilbert’s School. All welcome 

  12 noon Funeral Mass at Holy Cross for the late Vincent Patrick Naughton. May he rest in peace 

Wednesday:   8.45am Exposi*on of the Blessed Sacrament at Holy Cross followed by 9.15am Mass  

  10.30am Funeral Service at  St Ma9hew’s for the late Joyce Ge3ns. May she rest in peace 

Thursday:   6.30pm Evening Mass at Holy Cross for the parish feast-day of the Triumph of the Cross 

  ...followed at 7.15pm by: Social Outreach Commi ee Mee5ng—Parish Mee5ng Room at Holy Cross 

Friday:   6.30pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at Holy Cross  followed by 7pm Mass and Divine Mercy 

Saturday (daytime):11.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at St Matthew’s followed by 12 noon Mass and Novena

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Friday: 6.30-6.50pm at Holy Cross 

Saturday:  11.00am-11.50am at St Ma hew’s 
and 6.00pm-6.20pm at Holy Cross 

(or at any reasonable time on request) 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptisms. 

Please speak to Fr Martin or Sr Jenny after Mass 

SOCIAL OUTREACH COMMITTEE 

PIETY SHOP RE-LAUNCH AT HOLY CROSS 
We are most grateful for all the hard work that goes 
into the running of the Piety Shop. In order to revitalise 
it, it will very shortly be closed down for refurbishment 
and complete restocking. This means that we must 
quickly sell all date-sensi5ve Fairtrade goods. Please 
stock up now! Anyone who would like to join the team 
which runs the shop, please speak with Fr Mar5n or 
with any of those already involved. Thank you. 

HOME MISSION SUNDAY NEXT WEEK 

SCHOOL ADMISSIONS 
The building project is well underway at Holy Cross and 
All Saints’ School to try to address the shorUall of plac-
es for Catholic children in Eccles. Do, please, be aware 
that it is essen*al, when applying for a place for your 
bap5sed Catholic child, to name three Catholic prima-
ry schools in your applica5on, otherwise if your first 
choice is oversubscribed, you will most probably not 
get a place in a Catholic school. 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS 
Classes will begin in October for any adult wishing to 
be bap5sed or received into the Church. If you wish to 
join these classes, please speak to Fr Mar5n. 

CATHOLIC TRUTH SOCIETY BOOKLETS 
Booklets which give help and support on various topics 
and ques5ons related to the Faith and to Catholic living 
are available to purchase from the stand at the back of 
Holy Cross Church. (Payment can be made in the piety 
shop or to the Parish Office). These are now also availa-
ble as ebooks, from www.ctsbooks.org/ebooks 

CONCERT AT OLDHAM COLISEUM 
£18 5cket money for the concert on 31st October is 
now due. Please would ‘Sue’ at the end of the list 
please contact  Veronica via the parish office, or speak 
to her at the back of Church any Saturday evening.


